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audience at Blenheim that" there was no length of resistance to which
Ulster might go in which he would not be ready to support them."
In the meantime violence was spreading in North Ireland and begin-
ning to boil up in the South. At the end of July the Chief Secretary
reported to the House that " outrages of a terrible character had been
committed and that men who had been driven from the Belfast
shipyards in an exhausted and even dying condition were attacked
again. The result was that 2,000 Catholics and 500 Protestants had
been compelled to leave the yards, not from lack of courage, but
upon the friendly advice of their fellow-workmen who assured them
that their lives would not be safe if they remained."
On September 28 a mass meeting was held near Belfast at which
an immense number signed a4*" Covenant" pledging themselves to
" use all means which may be necessary to defeat the present con-
spiracy to set up a Home Rule Parliament in Ireland." " All means"
was understood from the beginning to include resistance by force,
and the Covenanters punctuated that meaning by using military terms
and surrounding themselves with the apparatus of war. The famous
Lord Roberts, lately Commander-in-Chief of the British Army, gave
the movement his support and patronage, and presently recommended
a senior officer, Lieut.-General Sir George Richardson, K.C.B. " who
had learnt to know men and war, fighting Afghans and Pathans on
the North-west Frontier of India " x to command the Ulster Volunteer
force, the strength of which was to be 100,000 men. The whole
process greatly resembled that by which Herr Hitler in after years
with the aid of officers of the former Imperial army collected the force
that finally overthrew Parliamentary government in Germany.
In the meantime Sir Edward Carson, a distinguished Irish lawyer
and former Attorney-General in a Unionist Government, was chosen
as leader of the movement and he had for his " aide-de-camp " and
" galloper/* Mr. F. E. Smith, another distinguished lawyer and a
future Lord Chancellor. Carson had said before he started for Ireland
that he intended to " break every law that is possible," and Smith
said that he " would not shrink from the consequences of his convic-
tions, not though the whole fabric of the commonwealth be con-
vulsed." Mr. Walter Long, another Unionist leader, told the
1 "Life of Lord Carson," Vol. II, 187.
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